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Celebrating180 Years
of SSVP in Canada

• 180 years since the first Conference in 
Quebec City November 12, 1846.

• Established by Dr. Joseph Painchaud at Notre-
Dame Cathedral (now a Basilica).

• Dr. Painchaud joined the Society when he was 
in Paris during his medical studies. 

• He brought the organization’s mission back to 
Canada.

• 180ème anniversaire de la première 
conférence à Québec le 12 novembre 1846.

• Établie par le Dr Joseph Painchaud à la 
cathédrale Notre-Dame (aujourd'hui une
basilique).

• Le Dr Painchaud s'est joint à la Société lors de 
ses études de médecine à Paris.

• il a ramené la mission de l'organisation au 
Canada.

Célébrons les 180 ans de 
la SSVP au Canada

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Society is celebrating180 years in Canada with first Conference formed in Quebec City November 12, 1846.
Dr. Joseph Painchaud established a Conference at Notre-Dame Cathedral (which is now a Basilica).
Dr. Painchaud joined the Society when he was in Paris during his medical studies. 
He brought the organization’s mission back to Canada upon his return.
.



Introducing the National Council 
Board Members

Les membres du conseil d’administration 
du Conseil national

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please stand when I call your name.

Bishop Yvan Mathieu, Spiritual Advisor, from Ottawa, Ontario
Jeff Kucharski, Vice President Governance, from Vancouver Island
Denise Ouellette, Vice President Strategic Planning, from Montreal, Quebec
Omar Ellis, Vice President Social Justice from Brampton, Ontario
Dave O’Connor, Treasurer, from Halifax, Nova Scotia
Michelle Finigan, from Cape Breton, Nova Scotia
Victoria Goldsack, Youth Representative, from London, Ontario 
Belinda Boyd, BC and Yukon Regional Council President
Heather Schilling, Western Regional Council President
Guido Kelly, Ontario Regional Council President
Alain Talbot, Quebec Regional Council Representative
Elizabeth Lappin, Atlantic Regional Council President
Social Justice Committee Co-Chairs, Elaine McMurray from Kelowna, BC & Ray Burke from Halifax, Nova Scotia
Stores & Food Banks, Sue Mazziotti-Armitage from Peterborough, Ontario
Spirituality Committee Chair, Jose Torres from Brampton, Ontario
Formation Committee Chair, Pat Lenz from Brantford, Ontario
Internal Communications Chair, Nancy Saul-Demers from Nova Scotia
North of 60/North of 50 Committee Chair, Pegg Leroux from Ontario



ANF Planning Committee Members

Ray Burke
Josh Canning
Terri Roberts Philippe Blain
Marilyn Paul MacDonald Josée Lemieux 
Ian Morrison Nicole Schryburt
Pat Lenz
Norah Wilsdon

Membres du comité de planification de la FNA

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A special thank you to the ANF Planning Committee. Please stand when I call your name.

Ray Burke
Josh Canning
Terri Roberts
Marilyn Paul MacDonald
Ian Morrison
Pat Lenz
Norah Wilsdon

And Office Staff
Philippe Blain
Josee Lemieux
Nicole Schryburt




Strategic Planning

• Denise Ouellette chairs 
• Strategic Planning Committee 

identified 4 principal outcomes 
/pillars.

• Based on surveys and listening sessions 
with you, our members, a new 
proposed National Council Mission 
and Vision has been approved by the 
Board, to be voted on at the AGA on 
Saturday.

Planification stratégique

• Présidé par Denise Ouellette.
• Ce comité a défini quatre axes 

principaux.
• À la suite de sondages et de séances 

d'écoute menées auprès de vous, nos
membres, le Conseil d'administration a 
approuvé une nouvelle proposition de 
mission et de vision pour le Conseil 
national. Le vote aura lieu samedi
prochain lors de l'assemblée générale
annuelle.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Denise Ouellette and the Strategic Planning Committee developed a strategic plan identifying 4 principal outcomes under 4 main pillars. The pillars are:
Our Relationship with values
Organizational structure
Leadership
Membership

Based on surveys and listening sessions with you, our members, a new proposed National Council Mission and Vision has been developed and approved by the Board. This will be voted on at the AGA on Saturday.

You will hear more about this important work from Denise and the Committee.



Governance Renewal 
Committee 

• Jeff Kucharski chairs 
• Representation from all regions.
• Focus to improve governance of 

Conferences, Councils and 
incorporated entities.

• Affiliation Agreement and Trademark 
License signed with incorporated 
entities. 

Comité de renouvellement de 
la gouvernance

• Président : Jeff Kucharski
• Représentation de toutes les régions.
• Objectif : améliorer la gouvernance

des conférences, des conseils et des 
entités constituées.

• Accord d'affiliation et licence de 
marque a signer avec les entités
constituées. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jeff Kucharski is chairing a Governance Renewal Committee which started meeting in April and which has representation from all regions.
The focus of the Committee is to improve governance across the country with Conferences, Councils and incorporated entities.
This will involve having an Affiliation Agreement and Trademark License signed with incorporated entities. The Affiliation Agreement will clarify the relationship between the incorporated entity and National Council, and the Trademark License is to help protect the name and logo of the Society in Canada.
Stay tuned for more information on this later this year.
You will recall that National Council had put a hold on reviewing by-laws last year which hold is still in place pending this governance review. However, should there be an urgent need for your revised by-laws to be reviewed, please advise Jeff.



Social Justice
• Omar Ellis chairs with Co-Chairs, Elaine 

McMurray and Ray Burke

• Raising awareness through articles in Chez 
Vincent Bulletin and webinars.

• National Council Board meetings includes a 
guest speaker sharing information on a social 
justice topic.

• Several workshops planned at this event.

• Localized Indigenous Land Acknowledgement 
at the beginning of SSVP meetings 
immediately before the opening prayer at 
all levels. 

Justice Sociale
• Omar Ellis préside avec Elaine McMurray et 

Ray Burke comme coprésidents.

• Sensibilisation par le biais d'articles dans le 
Bulletin Chez Vincent et de webinaires.

• Les réunions du Conseil national comprennent 
une conférence d'un invité sur un sujet de 
justice sociale.

• Plusieurs ateliers sont prévus lors de cet 
événement.

• Reconnaissance territoriale autochtone locale 
au début des réunions de la SSVP, 
immédiatement avant la prière d'ouverture, à 
tous les niveaux.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Omar Ellis and Social Justice Co-Chairs, Elaine McMurray and Ray Burke, continue to raise awareness of Social Justice through articles in the Chez Vincent Bulletin and webinars. A guest speaker is invited to speak on a social justice topic at the National Council board meetings.  Several social justice workshops have been planned at this event.
Omar Ellis, being the Vice President Social Justice, is the liaison between the Social Justice Committee Co-Chairs, Elaine McMurray and Omar Ellis, and brings motions forward as needed.
Recently, a motion was brought forward and approved to include a localized Indigenous Land Acknowledgement at the beginning of SSVP meetings at all levels immediately before the opening prayer. This was communicated to members in the April Chez Vincent bulletin.



Youth

• Victoria Goldsack chairs.
• Working to create a Youth 

Commission with representatives from 
all regions.

• This has been challenging due to lack 
of awareness where SSVP youth work 
is taking place.

• If you have SSVP youth in your 
community, be sure to speak with 
Victoria or email her at youth-
jeunes@ssvp.ca.

Jeunesse
• Victoria Goldsack préside le projet.
• Travaille à la création d'une commission 

jeunesse composée de représentants de 
toutes les régions.

• Ce projet s'avère complexe en raison du 
manque d'information sur les lieux où se 
déroulent les activités jeunesse de la 
SSVP.

• Si vous avez des jeunes dans votre
communauté SSVP, n'hésitez pas à 
communiquer avec Victoria ou à lui écrire
à youth-jeunes@ssvp.ca.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Victoria Goldsack, Youth Representative, has been attempting to create a Youth Commission with representatives from all regions. However, this has been very challenging due to not knowing where youth SSVP work is taking place. If you have SSVP youth in your community, please speak to Victoria or email her at youth-jeunes@ssvp.ca.



Spirituality

• Jose Torres chairs. 
• the Committee share reflections in 

the resources section of the 
National Council website at 
“Monthly reflections”.

• Be sure to check out these 
reflections and use for your 
Conference / Council meetings.

Spiritualité

• Présidé par José Torres.
• Le Comité publie ses réflexions sur le site 

Web du Conseil national, dans la section 
ressources « Réflexions mensuelles »

• N’hésitez pas à consulter ces réflexions et 
à les utiliser lors de vos réunions de 
conférence ou de conseil.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jose Torres, Chair of the Spirituality Committee, and the Committee, continue to share spiritual reflections on the National Council website found at Monthly Reflections - Society of Saint Vincent de Paul - National Council of Canada.

These reflections are there for you to use at your Conference and Council meetings.



Twinning

• Twinning Co-Chairs, Joan and Michel 
Tisi, stepped down March 31, 2026, 
after 2 years in the role.

• Nicole Schryburt now manages all 
aspects of twinning.

• 180 twinning relationships in 16 
countries.

• 13 Canadian Conferences awaiting 
twinning relationships 

• Expecting 8 additional twinning 
relationships with Suriname.

Jumelage
• Les coprésidents du jumelage, Joan et 

Michel Tisi, ont quitté leurs fonctions le 
31 mars 2026.

• Nicole Schryburt assure désormais la 
gestion de tous les aspects des 
jumelages.

• 180 jumelages sont en cours dans 16 
pays.

• 13 conférences canadiennes sont en
attente de jumelage.

• Huit jumelages supplémentaires avec 
le Suriname sont prévus.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Twinning Co-Chairs, Joan and Michel Tisi, stepped down March 31, 2026 after being in the role for 2 years. We are grateful to Joan and Michel for their work the last 2 years. Nicole Schryburt, National Council staff, is now managing all aspects of twinning.

Currently, we have 180 twinning relationship in 16 countries. 13 Canadian Conferences are waiting for twinning relationships. We are waiting for National Council of Suriname to open a bank account after which will have 8 additional twinning relationships in Suriname.



Formation

• Pat Lenz chairs.
• Formation Committee creates 

formation resources.
• Presentations are part of this event
• Formation is an ongoing process.

• Présidé par Pat Lenz.
• Le comité de formation crée des 

ressources pour la formation.
• Des présentations sont prévues lors de 

cet événement.
• La formation est un processus continu.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pat Lenz, Formation Committee Chair, and the Formation Committee have been busy developing formation resources over the past year. You will hear more about this from Pat and the Committee at this event. It is important to note that formation is an ongoing process for members and should be part of everything we do.




North of 60 / 50

• Pegg Leroux chairs.
• North of 60 / 50 programs from 

4 regions help our indigenous 
brothers and sisters in the north.

• Expectation of expanding 
program to the Atlantic region.

Nord du 60e / 50e

• Presidé par Pegg Leroux.
• Les programmes Au nord du 60e / 

50e provenant de 4 régions viennent 
en aide à nos frères et sœurs 
autochtones du Nord.

• On espère étendre le programme à 
la région de l'Atlantique.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
North of 60 or North of 50 program, as it is known in the BC and Yukon region, is currently in 4 of the 5 regions across Canada helping our indigenous brothers and sisters in the north. Pegg Leroux, Chair of this National Council program, has started conversations in the hopes of expanding this program to the Atlantic region.



Stores / Food Banks

• Sue Mazziotti-Armitage chairs.
• Committee have been connecting 

with and providing support to 
SSVP stores.

• Also dealing with inquiries from 
SSVP food banks affiliated with 
FoodBanks Canada.

Magasins / 
Banques alimentaires

• Présidé par Sue Mazziotti-Armitage.
• Ce comité a établi des liens avec les 

magasins SSVP et leur apporte son 
soutien.

• Il répond également aux demandes 
de support des banques 
alimentaires SSVP affiliées à 
Banques alimentaires Canada.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sue Mazziotti-Armitage, Chair of Stores and Food Banks, and Committee have been busy connecting with and providing support to SSVP stores.

The Committee also helps to deal with inquiries from SSVP food banks who are working with Food Banks Canada. There were several of these inquiries this past year from Conferences in the Atlantic region.




Internal 
Communications

• Nancy Saul-Demers chairs 
• Committee includes Regional Council 

Presidents.
• How best to improve communications 

between Conferences and National 
Council.

• All members encouraged to subscribe 
to Chez Vincent Bulletin.

Communications
internes

• Présidé par Nancy Saul-Demers
• Comprend les présidents des 

conseils régionaux.
• Comment améliorer la 

communication entre les conférences 
et le Conseil national ?

• Tous les membres sont invités à 
s’abonner au Bulletin Chez Vincent.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nancy Saul-Demers chairs the Internal Communications Committee. The Regional Council Presidents are part of this Committee. They have been coming up with ways on how best to improve communications between Conferences and National Council. A  letter has been developed from myself, as National Council President, welcoming new members to the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul and providing SSVP resources to check out. Regional Council Presidents will have this letter to share as needed. 

Can you please raise your hand if you subscribe to receive the monthly Chez Vincent Bulletin. The Internal Communications Committee encourages all members to subscribe to the Chez Vincent Bulletin. So if you have not yet subscribed, please go to the National Council website, www.ssvp.ca, scroll to the bottom and you will find a button in the bottom right to subscribe.



Fund Development

• Objective is to facilitate best practice 
sharing and suggest national fundraising 
programs.

• Focus on supporting the planned giving 
process.

• ssvp.ca website features information 
about funding options including stock, life 
insurance and donations through wills. 

• All donors can re-direct their gifts to their 
Conference/Council through National 
website.

Developpement
des fonds

• L’objectif est de faciliter le partage des 
meilleures pratiques et de proposer des 
programmes nationaux de collecte de 
fonds.

• L’accent est mis sur le soutien au 
processus de dons planifiés.

• Le site Web ssvp.ca présente des 
renseignements sur les différentes 
options de dons, notamment les actions, 
l’assurance-vie et les legs.

• Tous les donateurs peuvent rediriger 
leurs dons vers leur conférence ou conseil 
via le site Web national.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Fund Development Committee, currently chaired by Philippe Blain, National Council Executive Director, has recruited new members. Objective is to facilitate best practice sharing and suggest national fundraising programs. There has been a focus on supporting the planning giving process. During the past year, the National Council website features information about funding options including stocks or securities, life insurance and donations through wills. It is important to offer donors various options for giving.
For Conferences/Councils who do not have a website or an option for donors to donate online, National Council offers donors an option to donate and select a specific Conference/Council to receive their donation and National Council re-directs the donation to the Conference/Council specified.




Finances

• Chaired by David O’Connor.
• Members representing every 

region.
• They review National Council 

finances to ensure their efficiency 
on a monthly basis and make 
recommendations as needed.

• In the process of creating new 
funding mechanism for National 
Council.

• Présidé par David O’Connor.
• Membres représentant chaque région.
• Ils examinent mensuellement les finances 

du Conseil national afin d’en garantir 
l’efficacité et formulent des 
recommandations au besoin.

• Un nouveau mécanisme de financement 
est en cours d’élaboration pour le Conseil 
national.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Finance Committee chaired by our Treasurer, David O'Connor, has members representing every region. They review National Council finances to ensure efficiency on a monthly basis and make recommendations as needed. This Committee is in the process of creating a new funding mechanism for National Council which you will hear more about later this year.




Compassion in Action 
Grants

• Launched in May 2026.
• Intended to provide emergency 

funding to conferences running out of 
funds

• 23 submissions for a total of over 
$69,000.

• 10 projects providing funding of 
$29,700 were selected by a 
Vincentian committee.

Subventions Compassion 
en action

• Lancé en mai 2026.
• Destiné à fournir un financement 

d'urgence aux conférences à court de 
fonds.

• 23 candidatures reçues pour un 
montant total de plus de 69 000 $.

• 10 projets ont été sélectionnés pour un 
financement total de 29 700 $ par un 
comité de Vincentiens.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Compassion in Action grant program was developed in May of this year. This program is intended to provide emergency funding to conferences running out of funds. We received 23 submissions amounting to a total of over $69,000. 10 projects were approved by a Vincentian Committee providing funding of $29,700 and Conferences in each region were selected. We hope to continue this program moving forward.



Annual Reports

• Thank you to Conferences/Councils who 
submitted annual reports on time using 
member portal.

• Important to submit reports by deadline 
noted allowing Regional Councils to 
submit reports to National Council by 
March 31st.

• National Council completes report due 
to International Council and prepares 
the annual Impact Report.

Rapports annuels

• Merci aux conférences et conseils qui 
ont soumis leurs rapports annuels dans 
les délais impartis via le portail des 
membres.

• Il est important de soumettre les 
rapports avant la date limite, 
permettant aux conseils régionaux de 
transmettre leurs rapports au Conseil 
national.

• Le Conseil national finalise le rapport 
destiné au Conseil international et 
prépare le rapport d'impact annuel.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you to all Conferences and Councils who submitted their annual report on time using the member portal. We did have some Conferences and Councils who did not meet the deadline noted, and I want to stress how important it is to submit your annual reports by the deadline specified allowing Regional Council to submit their annual report by the deadline of March 31st.
National Council is required to submit our annual report to International Council, and we prepare an Impact Report shared at this event using the information submitted in the annual reports.



National Council president 
election

• Three candidates for role of National 
Council President.

• Candidates will have opportunity to 
speak at AGA on Saturday; speeches 
will be posted on website.

• Webinar(s) to be scheduled in fall so you 
get to know candidates.

• Election will take place electronically in 
January, 2027.

• New President will start role July 1, 
2027.

Élection du président du 
Conseil national

• Trois candidats se présentent au poste de 
président du Conseil national.

• Les candidats auront l'occasion de prendre 
la parole lors de l'AGA samedi ; leurs 
discours seront publiés sur le site web.

• Un ou plusieurs webinaires seront organisés 
cet automne pour vous permettre de mieux 
connaître les candidats.

• L'élection se déroulera par voie électronique 
en janvier 2027.

• Le nouveau président entrera en fonction le 
1er juillet 2027.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is exciting to have three candidates for the role of National Council President. All 3 candidates are currently on the National Council Board. I will introduce them. Please stand when I call your name – Jeff Kucharski, Denise Ouellette and Heather Schilling.
The 3 candidates will have the opportunity to speak at the AGA on Saturday, and speeches will be posted on website. Webinars will be scheduled in the fall so you get to know the candidates.
Election will take place by email January, 2027, and the new President will start in the role July 1, 2027.



In summary

• Excited about the future of the 
Society.

• A lot of great work happening across 
Canada helping people in need.

• Thank you for all that you do!

En résumé

• Je suis enthousiaste quant à l'avenir 
de la Société.

• Un travail formidable est accompli 
partout au Canada pour aider les 
personnes dans le besoin.

• Merci pour tout ce que vous faites !

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In summary, I am very excited about the future of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul. There is a lot of great work happening across Canada helping people in need thanks to all of you. Please be sure to thank all your members on behalf of National Council when you return home and share information you learned at this event.
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