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AGENDA / ORDRE DU JOUR 

• My Journey 
• Bill S-206
• Social Location and Intersectionality 
• What is holding us back?
• Q&A 

• Mon parcours
• Projet de loi S-206
• Situation sociale et intersectionnalité
• Qu'est-ce qui nous en empêche ?
• Questions et réponses
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Today in the Senate 

Early years in East Preston

Premières années à East Preston

Aujourd'hui au Sénat
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A child of a family on income assistance 
Ideas of deserving poor vs undeserving poor  




Marguerite Thomas Parent

Single income home
Maison à revenu unique

Raised 13 children
13 enfants à charge

Domestic Worker
Travailleur domestique
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Mom



BILL / LA LOI S-206: 
NATIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR A 
GUARANTEED LIVABLE BASIC INCOME ACT

• Creating a national standard that has the potential to pull 
many people and families out of poverty 

• Considering what is “livable” in each region
• Accounting for other benefits
• About providing equitable access to a dignified and 

healthy life

• Créer une norme nationale susceptible de 
sortir de nombreuses personnes de la pauvreté

• Déterminer ce qui est « vivable » dans chaque 
région

• Prendre en compte les autres avantages
• Garantir un accès équitable à une vie saine
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bill S-206 just has been referred to committee of finance and we are waiting for the committee to study it


https://www.parl.ca/legisinfo/en/bill/45-1/s-206



PEI PILOT – LE PILOTE DE L’I.P.E.

• PEI stalled due to lack of federal support
• Advocacy group continues to push for GLBI

6

• Le projet de l'Île-du-Prince-Édouard est au point mort 
faute de soutien fédéral.

• Un groupe de défense des droits continue de faire 
pression pour l'adoption du GLBI.



UNDERSTANDING HOW SOCIAL 
LOCATION IMPACTS POVERTY
COMMENT LA POSITION 
SOCIALE INFLUENCE LA 
PAUVRETÉ

Race

Sexual 
orientation 
& gender 
identity

Gender

Religion

Ability 

Class

Age 

• Intersectionality
• Power & Privilege 
• Oppression & Marginalization 
• Compounding structural barriers

• Intersectionnalité
• Pouvoir et privilège
• Oppression et marginalisation
• Accumulation des barrières structurelles
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-Sharing power
-giving up power



BENEFITS
OF GLBI

Benefits

Everyone is 
eligible 

Cost 
effective

Improves 
overall 

quality of life
Economic 

sustainability

Reduces 
stigma

LES 
AVANTAGES 

DU RBG
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Everyone is eligible
Basic income would address the disproportionate rates of marginalized groups that experience poverty 

Cost effective
Even though basic income is not meant to replace other social services, it would drastically reduce the need of other services and programs, which would reduce the cost of service provision

Reduces stigma
Because everyone would receive the benefit, stigma towards those who use social services will likely reduce

Improves overall quality of life
Basic income will provide the opportunity to access adequate housing, healthcare, foods and many other services that are currently unobtainable for low-income individuals

Economic sustainability 
Not only for the recipients, but for Canada's economy as well 




PILOT PROJECT: 
QUALITY OF LIVING

Less stress 
and 
anxious

88%
Less 
depression 

73%

Stopped 
using food 
banks

28%
Made 
healthier 
food 
choices

74%

PROJET PILOTE : 
QUALITÉ DE VIE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/angel-in-disguise-report-details-impact-of-ontario-s-basic-income-pilot-1.4321205

Participants reported this in the “Signposts to Success” report

 -this data may not even reflect the impact on people experiencing multiple barriers!






WHO 
BENEFITS?

Marginalized 
groups

Racialized 
people

People with 
Disabilities

Sexually 
and gender 

diverse 
people

Women

QUI EN 
BENEFICIE?
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Everyone!

But, particularly marginalized groups who disproportionately experience poverty
Racialized individuals 
Culturally diverse individuals 
Sexually and gender diverse individuals 
Individuals with disabilities 
Women




WHAT IS HOLDING US BACK?

Prejudice

Unconscious Bias

Discrimination

Lack of Political Will 

QU'EST-CE QUI NOUS EN EMPÊCHE ?



WHAT IS HOLDING US BACK?

Deserving Poor
Vs. 

Undeserving Poor

QU'EST-CE QUI NOUS EN EMPÊCHE ?

Pauvres méritants
Vs.

Pauvres non méritants
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The Elizabethan Poor Law’s - deserving and undeserving poor attitudes persist

How do intersecting identities play in here?
-people with disabilities are often considered more deserving, as people make assumptions about their ability to work
-women with invisible disabilities less deserving
-what about immigrants? Stereotypes like “lazy immigrant” come into play
-what about indigeneity and people of African descent? There are prejudices and biases that are made about deservingness, without considering social/historical context



• What messages did 
you receive growing 
up about poverty and 
the people living in 
poverty?

• Quels messages sur 
la pauvreté et les 
pauvres avez-vous 
reçus pendant votre
enfance ?

• What did you learn 
during the pandemic 
about livable income 
and poverty with the 
Canada Emergency 
Response Benefit 
(CERB)? 

• What about Canada 
Emergency 
Business Account 
(CEBA) loans?

• What resistance do 
you see in your 
social circles 
towards GLBI?

• Quelles résistances
observez-vous dans 
votre entourage 
social vis-à-vis du 
RBG ?



TAKE HOME MESSAGES 

• GLBI is about equity and dignity for marginalized groups
• Resistance to GBLI is rooted in discrimination and bias, 

therefore promotion of the program must include education 
on racism and the intersections of discrimination 

MESSAGES À EMPORTER

• Le programme RGB vise à garantir l'équité et 
la dignité des groupes marginalisés.

• La résistance au programme GLBI est ancrée 
dans la discrimination et les préjugés ; sa 
promotion doit donc inclure une sensibilisation au 
racisme et aux intersections de la discrimination.



CALL TO ACTION

Advocacy 
• In your communities 
• With your local MPs and Senators

APPEL À L'ACTION

Plaidoyer
• Dans vos communautés
• Auprès de vos députés et sénateurs 

locaux



Q&A
WandaThomas.Bernard@sen.parl.gc.ca
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