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Through a Different Lens
A travers une autre lentille
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Introduction of Speakers
Présentation des Orateurs

• Michel Tisi
• Joan Tisi
• Ambrose Samulski
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Touchstone – Pierre Angulaire
Michel 

nicoleschryburt
Note
My name is Michel Tisi.  I am the National Co-chair for twinning
I grew up in a small town called Welland in Ontario.  I was born in a very large closely knit family of approximately 235 uncles, aunts and cousins who gave me a sense of family of carrying for one another. The greatest gift that I was given through my grandparents was the importance of creating an environment where we would all move forward for the common good.  I now see family as anyone which I encounter.
Lake Erie is 99 meters higher than Lake Ontario.  Engineers created locks that allowed ships to travel from Thunder Bay to exotic destinations. As a child, I loved to fish on the banks of the Welland Canal.  Ships from around the world would pass before me.  I would see their flags and run to the library to find out about the country identified by the flag.  I would then run home to my mother to share with her what I had seen always adding that I would one day go there to see for myself how these people lived.
My mom had an open-door policy.  People would just drop by to talk with her.  She would listen to their concerns thus touching their soul.  From her I learned compassion.
We are Vincentians because we care for our neighbours.  I probably would not be as sensitive to strangers if it wasn’t for those ships which passed in front of that child on the banks of the Welland Canal.  Those wonderful and mystical ships became transformative as they motivated me to try to understand what it was like to be different.



4

Pierre Angulaire - Touchstone
Joan 

nicoleschryburt
Note
My name is Joan Tisi and I am the other National Twinning Co-Chair.
My touchstones date back to May 11 and 12, 2019
Our conference St. Francis of Assisi Newcastle received an invitation to attend the benediction of the renovations to the Hogar Temporal Beato Frederico Ozanam from our twin Camino de Amor Conference, Antiqua, Guatemala. The addition permitted a second dormitory, a room for a chapel and a small office. Five thousand Cdn dollars was raised by the parish priest in Antigua and with help from the Lakeshore Particular Council and private donations we provided $11,000 The Hogar runs like a Ronald MacDonald House. The number of referrals had doubled since it opened.
Saturday morning was marked by the arrival of Vincentians from Camino de Amor, neighbouring conferences, and the Regional and National Council. We were treated as honoured guests and welcomed warmly by our new friends. What a wonderful celebration! I was touched by the sense of family. Guided by their faith, the members of Camino de Amor work cohesively and tirelessly to maintain the Hogar as a temporary residence for the poor seeking medical treatment. Today they came together to celebrate the successful culmination of a dream that was two years in the making.
My first touchstone is the plaque embedded in the new wall. After mass and the unveiling, the party began. Our conference received a plague of appreciation for our financial contribution to the project. We were enchanted by the warm reception from our brothers and sisters and the abondance of delicious traditional dishes.
The second touchstone is the Mother’s Day celebration hosted by our twin celebrating their friends in need: mothers and grandmothers, children and grandchildren. The hall was decorated with balloons and flowers and there were gifts for all the guests. During the meal we could feel the joy in the hearty laughter resounding from one table to the next.
Here is an excellent example among others of the joy the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul brings to the world.
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Ambrose’s Touchstone #1

nicoleschryburt
Note
On a project to Southern Africa Region, I was conducting a mid term analysis of the effectiveness of our Energy Management Technology transfer.
Canada measured its effectiveness if we could finish our educational development and leave within 6 years and our host countries would successfully transfer and adopt that technology and educational systems.
While in Malawi, at that time, it was either the 2nd or 3rd poorest country in the world. An American team (Along with Clinton) asked if they could observe why Canada was so successful in this area.  Our Host was a brilliant scientist who decided to return to Malawi from a posh position in California, to help his country’s economic transition.
“It’s too bad you guys are so overpopulated” gushed our American guests
“How dare you say that!” replied our host
He left the room and returned with this map!
“We are less populated that most of Europe and America!”
“The problem is that we are poor!!!”



6

Ambrose’s Touchstone #2

nicoleschryburt
Note
On another project in South Africa Region between Zambia and Zimbabwe. At that time over 45% of all women in neonatal care were HIV+. Average life expectancy (late 1990s) fell below 40 years in Zimbabwe.
I had been away from my 2-year-old daughter for far too long and missed her terribly. I met Sevy who was 2, her only toy was a rope tied up to look like her baby and carried this rope in the traditional way women would carry her babies. Her clothes were tattered and no shoes.
Her mother was very sick and after making sure Sevy could tolerate chocolate, I coaxed her to become my friend. As she sat on my lap, eating her chocolate, I noticed she has all the signs of Kwashiorkor (sever protein deficiency). Her chances of seeing 5 years were very slim indeed.
Once you experience this, your mind is forever altered. By the way, she is in her 20s and finished school and is very healthy!
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CELEBRATE WHAT’S RIGHT WITH THE WORLD! | Dewitt Jones | 
TEDxSouthLakeTahoe

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gD_1Eh6rqf8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gD_1Eh6rqf8
nicoleschryburt
Note
At the beginning of every 1st year Environmental Science course at Trent University and Ontario Tech University, the question asked of the class was “What are some environmental issues we face in Canada?”
In the next 5 to 10 minutes, all of the boards in the lecture hall would be filled with dozens of issues!
The next question was “How would you rate Canada’s record on these environmental issues?”
Over half voted “F” for failure, 1/3 would vote “D”, a few “C” and very few “B” and on the rare occasion an “A” would vote.
That left me with the vexing question, “Why do the vast majority of high school graduates have such a negative and fatalistic view of the state of our environment?”
Most believed that within 10 or so years, the world would be in a death spiral!
What happened to Acid rain? The Ozone layer? The population Bomb? Massive famines? Lake Erie being a dead lake? Etc.! Etc.! Etc.!
Why do our educational systems focus solely on fear and negativity?
I am an avid photographer and salivate every time a new National Geographic magazine comes out. When I discovered the TED Talk by Dewitt Jones, a National Geographic photographer, I had to watch it!
His topic was “Celebrate what’s right with the world” and he uses photography as his main prop
Ever since then, I used this video in every Environmental Science introductory class that I taught
After you watch this video, you will see why we stated this talk with our “Touchstones”
Sit back and enjoy and be inspired by this enlightening perspective on life
After, we will break out into groups and using the concepts of “Changing your lens”, tackle how we can proceed with Twinning in a quickly evolving world.
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Questions
1. Are you exposed more to a world of 

scarcity and fear or to a world of 
possibilities?

2. Describe the lens used by most people 
in Canada today.

3. “I saw an angel in a stone and I carved to 
set it free” Michaelangelo 
List examples of angels that need to be 
set free.

4. “Change your lens and youwill change 
your life.”

Dewitt Jones
What lens are you going to use in2025?

1. Êtes-vous davantage exposé a un monde 
de pénurie et de peur ou un monde de 
possibilité?

2. Décrivez la lentille utilisée par la plupart 
des Canadiens.

3. "J’ai vu un ange dans une pierre et j’ai 
sculpté pour le libérer."  Michelange
Quels sont les examples des anges qui 
ont besoin d’être libérés?

4. “Changez votre lentille et vous
changerez votre vie.”

Dewitt Jones 
Quelle lentille allez-vous utilisé en 2025?
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