
HOUSING AND HOMELESSNESS ACROSS CANADA
Saturday November 20th           1:00 P.M. EST

Secondary Suites…Affordable housing built affordably



Matthew 25:35-40
35 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and 
you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and 
you visited me.’

37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you 
hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And 
when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave 
you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited 
you? 

40 “And the King will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did to one of the 
             



Lord, teach me how to be open and listen to 
the advice and opinions of others. Above all, 
the humility to compromise or change when 
wisdom shows me a better course of action.



The Calling of Saint Matthew                                            Caravaggio



“Saint Matthew moments”







https://findhousing.alberta.ca













• Create a new inventory stream of affordable dignified 
housing

• Dedicate these new apartments to individuals of all ages  
and families on the housing wait lists

• Where government programs are falling short, inspire the 
community to step in to fill the void

• Provide government (financial) incentives to homeowners 
who participate along with other supports

• Ensure wraparound services are provided to the 
individuals and families to ensure their success

Solution:
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Build the secondary suites legally!

1) At least two means of egress

2) Proper smoke detectors and fire      
separations (walls, ceilings and doors)

3) Parking allocation (if required)

Peace of mind – for everyone!















Legal Secondary Suite:
Monthly calculations:
Two Bedroom:
Mortgage payment: ($500)
Insurance, property tax, other: ($100)
contingency (roof, fence, repairs): ($200)
Income: $1,600
Added utility costs ($250)
Tax deductions: $250
(utilities, interest on loan/mortgage, repairs)
Increasing equity: $250

Total monthly net gain: $1,050

$1050 x 12 = $12,600     12 % return on $105,000

Please consult your trusted advisor



Tax payers!

$150,000-$250,000 / unit
5-10 years

$0 - $30,000 / unit
3-4 months
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Next steps:

1) Research housing wait list and wait times in your community. Learn every day!

2) Research what your local, regional and provincial governments are doing to inspire homeowners to 
be part of the solution (financial, administrative, outreach supports)

3) Examine secondary suite by-laws in your community (Chapter 11)

3) Determine how we encourage everyone to be part of the solution?

4) Do you own a home or property that could be used as a secondary suite?

5) Do you know a friend, a neighbour, a parishioner or a family member who has room in their home or 
on their property to create a new home for a neighbour in need?

6) Reach out to  agencies that provide housing and other supports to see if secondary suites can be a 
solution to house their clients.  Align with like minded charities, not-for profits and groups.

7) Are there other faith groups in your community that would like to learn how they can make a 
tangible difference in their community?

8) Does your parish or Diocese have property that could be suitable for a secondary suite? A rectory, 
underutilized properties, etc.



DRAFT:



DRAFT 

 

May 27, 2021 

 

Dear ___________, 

I sincerely appreciate and thank you for your continued support as Halton Women’s Place strives to 
provide a safe and comfortable place to stay for all women and their children fleeing domestic violence. 
Our shelters in Burlington and Milton provide for their short-term needs. 

Both shelters continue to operate at maximum capacity with our residents challenged to find suitable 
housing for their long-term needs. While their time in our shelters is scheduled for 4-6 weeks, with 
nowhere to move they often stay for up to six months. As a result, our wait list for women applying to 
gain the safety and security of our shelters has increased ___% in the past 12 months. 

We invite you to consider investing in the future of these women and their children in an innovative and 
life-changing way.  

If you are a homeowner or if you know a family member or friends/neighbours who own homes, please 
explore the opportunity to create an apartment for a family in need. By-laws now allow legal secondary 
suites (basement apartments; 2nd storey apartments; additions; granny/nanny suites; carriage houses and 
more) on most detached home properties. The creation of this new apartment will increase the value of 
your home and provide you with immediate positive cashflow of at least $1,000 per month! 

Most important, these new safe, secure and affordable homes will provide new hope and happiness for 
our families in need. 

In alignment with COVID-19 protocols, we welcome the opportunity to meet with you in person in your 
home to explore these possibilities with you in further detail. Please call us at 905-332-______ to schedule 
an appointment. 

We also invite you to join us for an online info-session taking place Saturday June 26, 2021 at 10:00 A.M. 
To register for this event please call the number above or e-mail me at 
___________@haltonwomensplace.com. 

On behalf of those we serve, I thank you for interest in this new and exciting initiative!  

With warm regards, 

 

____ 

____ 
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Thank you!

Garth Brown
416-459-2730

Toll free: 1-844-EGALITY (342-5489)
garthbrown@sympatico.ca

info@egality.ca

mailto:garthbrown@sympatico.ca
mailto:info@egality.ca
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